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Historical Records, Graduate Level

Catherine Marian Hendricks

Catherine Marian Hendricks of Bowdon has made a significant contribution to the study of African American
history in the South through her graduate thesis at the University of West Georgia, "Creating Community in
the Jim Crow South." Tackling a project for which primary sources are difficult to find, she became a devoted
archival sleuth. Through her well-written and carefully-documented work, Hendricks' thesis provides a good
case study of how African American communities evolved in small Georgia towns during the late Jim Crow era.
Ms. Hendricks demonstrates how, in towns where blacks had little voice or economic power, they still managed

to create and find community and sustain themselves and their families in the face of increasing restrictions.

2009 Award for Excellence in Student Research Using
Historical Records, Undergraduate Level

Catherine Miller

Catherine Miller of Warner Robins wrote "This Ain't No Fish Fry or Picnic": The 1922 Lynching of John Glover
as her senior research paper at Macon State College. After doing thorough research in Macon's Washington
Memorial Library, Miller took the extraordinary step of investigating the indictments that were handed down in
the cases that followed Glover's lynching. It is thought that few, if any, historians have examined these records
housed at the Bibb County and Monroe County courthouses in connection with the lynching of John Glover. The
paper was well written and cogently argued. Its greatest strength however is directly attributable to Ms. Miller's

archival research. By unearthing previously unused sources, Miller was able to provide a rich historical context for

the atrocities of the 1920s.

2009 Award for Excellence in Student Research Using
Historical Records, Grades 6-8

Justin Rectenwald

Justin Rectenwald of Martinez produced a ten-minute documentary at Evans Middle School for National
History Day entitled "Do You Remember Me?: The Legacy of Richard Holstein Sr." A farmer in Aiken County,
South Carolina, Richard Holstein hired German POWSs to harvest crops in the summer of 1945. One of the
prisoners developed a close relationship with Mr. Holstein's grandson, a friendship which endures until the
present. Mr. Rectenwald interviewed the grandson and the former POW who lives in Germany, worked with an

archivist at Aiken Historical Society, and visited the former Aiken Camp. His documentary took third place/

Honorable Mention at the state contest, sponsored by the Georgia Humanities Council.








